CYBER NET
A drama written by
 Saustin Sampson Mfune

GC Associate Children’s Ministries Director 

PLAY CHARACTERS

(Targeting children from Six and above)

Mr Cyber Net: (Man with a bass kind of voice).  Nokia: (Girl). Samsung: (Sam - Boy). Sony Erickson: (Erica  - Girl). Blackberry: (BB - Boy). TV: (Old Man).  Internet: (Girl).  Play Station: (PS - Boy).  Laptop: (Girl).  iPad (Boy). iPhone (Girl).
BOY: Mike; GIRL:  Sally; Mrs.  CONCERN: (Miss CON: Mother).
SCENE 1
Cyber Net: (A guy with a kind of a bass voice). Very soon my team will be here.  I, Mr. Cyber Net and my team are having our annual general high-powered meeting today. This is a meeting for the history books. We are here to review our work in the past 5 years. We would like to see where we are in our strategic planning.  And we also need to cast our vision for the next year 5 years.  Though we started slow, but as time has rolled on, business has picked up and we have made it big. And I mean huge strides.  Soon my team will be here.  (Cybernet pauses before he bursts out, his voice quivering with anger). But there is Mrs Concern. If it wasn’t for her, we should have done much more. (Cyber Net stops talking to himself as he hears a woman’s voice outside). It’s her. That’s Mrs Concern. Oh no. Not now. 
SCENE 2

Mrs. CON:
Hey!! Hello!! Mike and Sally!!  Please come over here. 

Sally:

Is everything ok Mrs. Concern?
Mike:
And what is it this time Mrs. Concern?  Are we going to take long? 

Mrs. CON:
Nothing is wrong, and I don’t intend to keep you long.

(Short marching music in staccato as Mike and Sally go to meet Mrs. 
Concern).

Mike:

Here we are.
SCENE 3

(Voices in the background as the Cyber Net team enter the board room).

Cyber Net:  
I don’t like Mrs. Concern. Anyway, here comes my team.  
……… Come on in and be seated.   I was getting worried.   (As soon as they are all seated, Cyber Net continues to speak).   Sharp shooter Motorola, Mr. Desktop, Miss LG and Mr. iPod, sent apologies.  But they sent their reports.  You will love their success.  But let’s see who is here.
Cyber Net:  
Miss Nokia.
Nokia:

I am here and I’m good.

Cyber Net:
That’s my girl.   Hi my buddy Samsung.
SAM:
Hi Mr. Cyber Net.  I am here and as cool as ever.  Just call me “cool Sam.”
Cyber Net:
Ok cool Sam. I love you for that.  You are full of life.  And my brave girl -  Erica Sony Erickson!!!  
Erica:
I’m ready for anything Mr. Cyber Net.  As usual you can count on me. 
Cyber Net:
I admire your determination.  Let me see who is next.  Oh, my old, old friend Mr. TV.  Look at your white hair.  What a guy, full of experience.
TV:
Yep!! Over 95 years of experience.  I am a die hard.  All of you guys have found me and I’m still going strong. In fact, all of you will go and I will still be going strong.
Nokia: 
Wow! Over 95 years of experience?

TV: 
Yep.  I am the oldest amongst you guys and definitely I have lots of experience. 

Cyber Net:
We need experience amongst us.  We appreciate your presence Mr. TV.  This is great.  Ok. Let’s continue with our roll call. And there you are Dynamic BlackBerry.  That’s my boy. I know you have filed for bankruptcy, but I am happy you are here. 

BB:
I had no choice but to be here. When you changed the dates of our high-powered board, I had no choice but to cancel all my other appointments so that I can be here to tell you what I am encountering. 

Cyber Net:
Miss iPhone.  Phew!! Great to see you!  Human beings are literally worshipping you.  You are so smart that Humans even call you - (whispering)  - Smart Phone.  Hahahaha. 
Miss iPhone: 
Thanks for the compliment. 

Sam:
 Mr. Cyber Net, have you forgotten? They also call me Smartphone.  And all these Android phones are also called smart phones. 
Cyber Net:
You are right. When human beings begin to call us smart, then we must really be smart.  And thanks, Play Station, Laptop and iPad for coming.  I had heard that you guys were going out on a trip and what a pleasant surprise.  Here you are. 
Mr iPad:   
Yap.  We are here.

PS:
Thanks. We have so much to share and we could not miss this meeting.
Miss Laptop: 
Play Station is right.  We know that our success stories will inspire and motivate our colleagues.  
 Cyber Net: 
And … Internet, did you think I had forgotten you my dear girl? 
Internet: 
No! no! no! no! I knew that you were reserving the best for the last.
Cyber Net:        Internet; internet.  Everybody is surfing in your vastness.

Internet:            I am humbled by my success. 

Cyber Net:        Well, did I miss anyone?  (Looking around).  I don’t think so. Let’s proceed. 
I’m happy you are here guys 

Nokia:
We are here.

BB:
And we are ready to listen.

Cybernet:
Hahahaha!!! That’s good to hear.

INTERLUDE:
Instrumental music 

Cybernet:
Let’s go straight into our agenda.  Most of you indicated that you received the agenda items I sent you.  
Sam:

I am sure we all did Mr. Cyber Net.
Cybernet:
Thanks Samsung. How many of you know the population of human beings in the world?  (Mr. Cybernet looks around and sees the hand of the old man Mr. TV).  “Yes, Mr TV.” 
TV: 
Last time I googled, I found out that there are about 7 billion of them.
Cybernet: 
You are right old TV. You never cease to amaze me. 
Congratulations old guy.  Let me tell you Old guy TV, 95 years is just a number.  It has nothing to do with your brains.  Keep on thinking and ‘Googleling.’  
TV:  

Thank you chief. 

Internet: 
Mr. Cybernet, it is I, Internet, you should be praising.   Without me, Old man TV would not have known the population of the world. 
Erica:
Of course, you are right Internet.  But don’t forget that all of us are into everything and into each other.

Internet: 
I guess you are right.  
Nokia:
Do you know how many cellphones are there in the world? And please Samsung, Erica, iPhone and Black Berry don’t answer. 

Cybernet:
That is why we are here.  We would like to asses our progress. 
PS:  
You guys you are many.  If your other guys were here, you would have dominated the meeting. 

Sam: 

You are not answering the question. 
Cybernet:
Can you put a number to your answer Mr. PS? 

Nokia:
             Hmmm – Ah --- 

PS:

Some 3 billion?

Nokia:

No!!  We are much more than that?

PS:  

Much more than 3 billion?  You must be kidding.

iPad:

Some of your colleagues don’t even have proper names.  
Nokia:
Whatever you may want to say, how many are we? As I said, we are more than 3 billion.

Cybernet:
Nokia is right.  They are much more than 3 billion. 

Miss Laptop: 
4 or 5 billion?

Nokia:
Let me tell you the answer.  There are about 6 billion cell phones worldwide.  Clap for yourselves.   (Clapping of hands).  Our success is your success.
Miss iPhone: 
We are not as old as TV.  We only came into being in 1983.  But look how much we have multiplied.  In fact, there are more cellphones in the world than there are toilets.  There are about 4.5 billion toilets in the world and we are over 6 billion.  
WHOLE TEAM: (They clap hands again while others whistle – to show happiness).

Cyber Net:  
What if we were to include Play Station and all of you? And as 


for my girl Internet, you know that she sneaks into everything.
Internet:
Thanks Chief.  And I am sure all you know that I host 
popular Apps such as  WhatsApp, Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, Viber, Telegram, Keek, Beebo, Pinterest, Reddit, Tumblr, Kik, Vine, Snap chat, (The whole team clap hands in excitement), Pheed, Wanelo and  4Chan, and the list goes on.
Internet: 
(Internet shouting trying to bring the house to order).  Listen 
guys.  Let me finish.   (Some silence) Parents, and especially kids, are always looking down because they are engaged in one App or the other.
Cyber Net:  
That is great.  We are doing well.  And I am sure you know that 

some of the accidents which are happening on many roads are caused by some of these human beings who are so foolish that they think they can text and drive at the same time.

BB:
And the kids.  I feel sorry for these kids. They spend all their time with us that they have not time to do their homework.  

iPhone:
Many kids don’t even read their Bibles and are not willing to help their parents with chores at home.  
PS:
And it’s not just kids alone.  Even many parents don’t also read their Bible.  
Cyber Net: 
We are doing extremely well.  We have raked billions of dollars into our coffers.  But above all, I am happy that we have caused some families to break because some people enjoy being with us than being with their spouses and children.  Some children’s grades are declining as already pointed out.  This is good.  And some homes, spirituality has disappeared because they have no time for family worship.  People would rather spend time with Facebook than with Faith book – the humans’ books they call the Bible.  Even though we have tried to do them a favor by carrying their Faith book on-line, they would rather play computer games on-line.  We have been able to get some kids hooked on pornography. This is success second to none.  
Erica:
But if we are doing that well, how come your face looks worried?

Internet:
 I have also noticed it. 

Cyber Net:
Is it that obvious?
PS:

Yes, it is.
TV:

What’s on your mind, Chief? 

BB:

You are now worrying us.

Cyber Net:
Well, let me get it off my chest.

Nokia:

Ok. We are listening.

Cyber Net:
I’m sure you have all heard of the lady named Mrs. Concern?
TV:

Yes, we have. 
BB:

Not so fast old guy. I don’t know anything about this lady. 
Internet: 
I have heard of her. 

iPad:

What is she doing?

PS:

What has she done recently?

Cyber Net:
She is gathering lots of information about us and sharing it with human beings.  And, some of the information may damage us.  
iPhone:

That’s interesting.

Cyber Net:
And she is also spending lots of time with children.  Just before you came, I heard her call Mike and Sally.  

Nokia: 

Is that so?
Cyber Net: 
Yes.   They have gone into that house over there. You see friends, our success lies in mixing good and bad information.  When we advertise, we only say the good.  We say nothing about the potential dangers of using us.

TV:

Is Mrs Concern saying everything?
Cyber Net: 
Yes. That’s why I’m concerned.

Nokia: 

I have a suggestion:

Cyber Net: 
What is it?

Nokia:

Let’s go and do some eaves dropping?
Erica: 

Yes, let’s go and listen to what she is telling the kids. 
Internet: 
Yes, we are the hackers.  Let’s go and get the information.

BB:

Let’s go.
Cyber Net:
I think that’s our only choice now. 

Sam:
As for Mrs. Concern, just leave her to me.  I will karate her into vapor. (Sam does some karate actions).
Music interlude as Cyber Net and his team walk to where Mrs.  Concern, Mike and Sally are.  They hide outside.
SCENE 4
(Cyber Net and his team stand outside.  Mrs. Concern is inside talking to Sally and Mike) 

INSIDE

Mrs.  CON:
I’m happy I have met you.
Mike:
So, what’s up?
Mrs. CON:
Mr. Cyber Net and his team are meeting today to strategize on how they can expand and make more money.
Sally:
By the way, who are his board members?

Mrs. CON:
There are quite a number.  Let me see if I can remember them all.  Miss Nokia, Mr. Samsung, Miss Sony Erickson, Mr. BlackBerry, the old guy Mr. TV, Miss Internet, Mr. Play Station, Mr. iPod, Mr. iPad, Miss iPhone, Miss Laptop, Mr. Desk Top and Mr. Motorola.   I may have forgotten one or two. 
Mike:
Why should this meeting worry us? Is there anything wrong in their meeting? 
Mrs. CON:
Nothing is really wrong.  But I just have a concern. You see Mike and Sally, all these media gadgets we use are not bad.
Mike:
So why are you concerned Mrs. Concern?
Mrs. CON:
I heard of a research done in Hong Kong.  

Mike:
What was it all about Mrs. Concern? 

Mrs.  CON:       Though this research which involved 2000 primary school students is not conclusive, it linked short sightedness to excessive use of some media gadgets. 
OUTSIDE
Cyber Net:
There she goes again with her lies. 
PS:
You are right.  With all the research they are making, they cannot say for sure that it is us who are causing the shortsightedness in children.  Or can they?   

Internet:
No. They have no definite proof.

Sam:
These people are desperate.  

Cyber Net:
I am happy you are hearing it for yourself.

BACK INSIDE

Mrs. CON:        Sally and Mike, while the research on shortsightedness may not be conclusive, it’s not only the short sightedness we should be concerned about but also the  children’s short attention span. 
Sally:
I hear you.

Mrs. CON:
And can you imagine if one’s body is in a state of excitement all the time?

Sally:
It means that your blood stream is continually filled with adrenaline.

Mike:
So, what?

Sally:
Mike, listen to the reasoning here. 
Mike:
What reasoning? I don’t see any reasoning.

Mrs. CON:
Listen Mike, if adrenaline is continually present in the blood system, it can be damaging to the body.  This stresses the body.  And it has been shown through research that excessive adrenaline in your blood system produces a chemical known as cortisone and this chemical has a negative effect on the brain.
Sally:
You hear that Mike?

Mike:
Hear what? 
Mrs. CON:  
Mike it also very likely that this state of excitement can become addictive and can lead to other addictive behaviors. 
Sally:
This should be reason for concern.

Mike:
Can we prove that?

OUTSIDE

Cyber Net:
I like that boy Mike.

PS:
He is a thinker.

BB:
I wish all kids could reason like him.

Sam:
All what Miss Concern has is guess work.

TV:
We are living in the world of research.

IPhone:
We need facts and not inconclusive research.
Nokia:
You are right. We no longer depend on guess work.

Laptop:
I feel like beating sense into Miss Concern.
iPad:
Let’s be patient and hear what more she has to say.

INSIDE

Mrs. CON:        And research suggests that 3G phones due to the fact that they are continually operating at 1,900 MHz, have the capacity of damaging brain, heart and lung membranes.  And what is more scaring is that it is being shown that this negative effect is more damaging in children than it is in adults. 
Sally:
This is scaring.  And by the way, the 5G technology is here.
Mrs. CON:
And that’s even more scaring.

Mike:
Are you suggesting we throw away our media gadgets Miss Know-It-All?

Sally: 
I don’t think she is saying that she knows-it-all.

Mrs. CON: 
Thanks Sally.  Another thing which worries me is that when you keep your body hyper all the time playing Play Station, Computer games, and such activities, you waste a lot of time.  And it is unlikely to have interest in reading your Bible. 

Mike: 
Well, I’m not sure about that.
Mrs. CON:
I have other concerns.  Have you not seen in church how many kids instead of participating in church activities and listening to the preacher, they are busy playing with their gadgets?  

Mike:
Yes, I have seen that.

Sally:
That is not good.  Instead of listening to God’s word, they are busy playing with something which has nothing to do with their salvation. 
 Mike:
May I repeat my question please.  It was not answered in full. Are you suggesting we throw away our media gadgets?

Mrs.  CON: No.  I am not suggesting that.   All I am saying is that we ought to be temperate in the way we use these media gadgets. When we are in church, let’s turn off our phones and other gadgets and listen to the word of God.  This is the time God wants to speak to us.

Sally:
And if you have your Bible on your mobile phone, turn on your airplane mode so that you don’t get incoming messages. 
Mrs. CON:
That’s a great suggestion Sally. And when you are home, instead of being on your Play Station all the time or watching TV through and through, divide your time carefully so that you don’t waste away your precious time.  
Sally:
I agree with you.

Mrs. CON: 
And since we don’t know how this radiation is affecting us, it is better to use a mouthpiece when talking on your cellphone, than putting it next to your ear.     
Sally:
All what Mrs. Concern is advising us is that we be very careful.

Mrs. CON:
 Don’t misunderstand me Mike.  There are many good things these media gadgets do for us.  We watch news on these gadgets and use them for communication. But even good things when they are done in a wrong way can be bad.   
Mike:
Ok. So what? 

Mrs.  CON:
The biggest fear researchers have is that this media hype we are experiencing, may bring a global health catastrophe in the future.  

Sally:

Mike, I think we need to take this seriously. 
Mrs.  CON:       When it comes to texting, the worry is not only on causing 

accidents if you are texting while driving, but the fact of continually being in close contact with this type of radio frequency.   

Sally: 

That’s something.

Mrs. CON:
And just think of the time wasted.  You are not being a good steward if you continually play with your gadgets.   
Sally:
What do you think of that Mike?  This is serious stuff Mike.
Mike:

I am thinking about it.  I am digesting the information.
SCENE 5

OUTSIDE
Cyber Net:
I’m sure you can see why I’m concerned.  Miss Concerned is scaring our customers away.  If kids get scared away, then our future is doomed. 
BB:
But you see, it’s not a lost cause.  I am sure that there are many kids around the world who are like Mike. Kids who reason and think issues through.  
Internet: 
Let us meet Mike and persuade him to openly show his allegiance to us. 
TV:

Yah. Let’s get him.
Nokia:

Let’s talk to him as soon as we see them coming out. 

INSIDE
Mrs.  CON:
So, all I am saying Mike and Sally is that we should take caution and use these gadgets in a responsible way.  

Sally:

Thank you. 


Mike:

As for me, I don’t know what to say.

Mrs. CON:
I am thankful for giving me your time and a listening ear. 

(As Mrs. Concern, Mike and Sally leave the room, Cybernet and his team approach them).
(Horror movie kind of music  should begin to play as a tag of war wages between Mike and Cybernet and his team).
Cyber Net:
Hey Mike, we have some goodies for you. 
Mike:

That sounds great but who are you?

Cyber Net:
I am Mr. Cyber Net and these are my board members. 

Mike:

I always love goodies. 
Cyber Net:
Hahahaha.  That’s my kind of boy who is quick to act (and speaking in a whisper) but slow to think.  Thanks, Mike for not being a sissy. 
Mike:

What did you say Mr. Cyber Net?

Cyber Net:
I said you are a good boy Mike.   I will give you lots of pleasure.  In church, you don’t have to waste your time listening to those boring preachers.  You can enjoy us.  Keep on texting your friends.  Who wants eternal life after all? 

Mike:
 
What did you say Mr. Cyber Net? 

Cyber Net:
Hahahaha.  I said you are a good boy Mike. At home keep on watching TV and playing computer games while your parents are doing all house chores.  Some researchers suggest that it is possible that in the future some diseases may develop due to us, but no one can really be sure.  Enjoy.  Play and be happy.  After all Mike, you may never reach the future.  Your future is now.  All of us will die someday.
Mike: 
What are you trying to say Mr. Cyber Net?  Where are the goodies?
Cyber Net:
I’m saying publicly declare your loyalty to us. 

Sally:
Mike, don’t misunderstand me.  We all know that Mr. Cyber Net and his team are not all bad. But you cannot be playing with these gadgets in Church and miss the entire church activities.   Sermons and church activities are for our salvation.  You cannot play all the time at home with these media gadgets letting your parents do all the work.  That’s wrong Mike.  The Bible says there is time for everything.  Mike, there is time for everything.  Mike, there is time for everything.   (Echo sound effect on the PA – to repeat “Mike, There is time for everything)”.
Cyber Net:
Mike!!! Come.  Don’t listen to Sally and Mrs.  Concern. They know nothing about us.
Sally:
Mike!!! Don’t be cheated by Mr. Cyber Net and his team. While they offer lots of good things, we need to use these gadgets in a temperate manner.  We need to exercise self-control.  
Cyber Net:
Mike Please come.

Sally:
Mike!!! Please don’t follow Cyber Net and his team irresponsibly. 
Mike: 
Mr. Cyber Net, I admire you very much.  You and your team are a great technology.  But after listening to the discussion carefully, I want you to know this.  I will be faithful steward.  I will not use you guys in church.  In church I will listen to sermons which are meant for my salvation.  At home, I will do my school assignments, do my house chores and then will have some time for you.  I will text messages in a responsible way so that I’m not constantly swimming in a sea of radio waves.  I will get a mouthpiece so that when I answer my phones, I don’t put the phone next to my ear.  If you thought I would follow you blindly, sorry Mr. Cyber Net.  Gone are those days.    I want you to know that I will use my media gadgets in a temperate manner. 
Cyber Net:
Mike, shame on you.  You have lost it big time.  You will miss all the fun. 
(Horror song resolves and ends here).

Cyber Net and his team:   (Speaking ad lib):  You will regret your choice Mike.  

(They talk as they walk away. Mike, Sally and Miss Concern smile as they 

see Cyber Net and his team go away.  

Miss CON:
Wow!!! Mike, you have pleasantly surprised me.

Sally:

I’m proud of you mike.

Mike:
You know Miss Concern, I listened very carefully to everything you said.  And I also listened carefully to everything Mr. Cyber Net said.  Definitely media gadgets have done a lot of good. But you know what?  I want to grow up and be a responsible person. I want to enjoy my life to the full in a responsible way.  I don’t want to lose heaven because I spent all my time in church playing with media gadgets.  

Sally:
 Oh, Mike.  That’s something.

Mrs. Concern:   Don’t think they have given up.  They will come again.

Mike: 
Let them come but I have cast all of my cares upon Jesus.  I know some of my friends will tease me when they find out that I will no longer use my cell phone in church.  But I don’t mind.  I know Jesus will take care of me.
(Mike begins to sing “Cares Chorus” by Kelly Willard).

I’ll cast all my Cares upon You;

I’ll lay all of my burdens, down at your feet.

And Anytime, I don’t know what to do.

I will cast all my cares upon you.

(When he sings the second time, Sally and Mrs. Concern join him).
THE END
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